TITLE LV
PROCEEDINGS IN SPECIAL CASES

CHAPTER 540
ACTIONS AGAINST TENANTS

Section 540:1-b

540:1-b Landlord's Agent Required. -

I. An owner of restricted property, as defined in RSA 540:1-a, Il, who resides within the state of New
Hampshire shall, within 30 days of becoming the owner or within 30 days of the effective date of this section,
whichever occurs later, file a statement with the town or city clerk of the municipality in which the property is
located that provides the name, address, and telephone number of a person within the state who is authorized to
accept service of process for any legal proceeding brought against the owner relating to the restricted property.
Such person authorized to accept service may be the owner of the premises.

I1. An owner of restricted property who resides outside the state of New Hampshire shall, within 30 days of
becoming the owner or within 30 days of the effective date of this section, whichever occurs later, file a statement
with the town or city clerk of the municipality in which the property is located that provides the name, address, and
telephone number of a person within the state who is authorized to accept service of process for any legal
proceeding brought against the owner relating to the restricted property.

I1I. In any legal proceeding in which the property owner resides out of state and said owner fails to: (a) comply
with paragraph 11, and (b) appear in said proceeding, service of process pursuant to RSA 510:4 shall create a
rebuttable presumption that such service was lawful and adequate. As used in this section the term "legal
proceeding” includes, but is not limited to, any action at law or in equity or for the enforcement of any provision of
RSA 48-A:14, or any housing code adopted by a municipality pursuant to RSA 48-A, or for the enforcement of
any municipal health code, building code, or fire or life safety code. A municipality may establish a reasonable filing
fee to cover the cost to the town or city clerk of maintaining a record of the filings required by this section.

IV. [Repealed.]
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